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ABOUT ME

Hey, Tony here. | joined the Marine Corps in January, 2010 and | served
on Active Duty for 4 years. | loved every bit of my experience in the Corps.
After leaving the Marine Corps | had so many people, be it parents of future
Marines, or young individuals considering joining, asking me for advice
and information. It reminded me of how | felt back when | was considering
joining. Back in 2010, there was very little information on the internet about
what to expect, how to prepare, etc. | obtained most of my information from
the marines.com website and from friends that were returning home from
basic.

| started For The Corps because | wanted to create a resource | wish | had

when | joined. | aim to provide FREE resources to individuals like you who

are considering taking on the challenge. | see too many people back out of

joining because of fear and self doubt. | hope that by sharing my knowledge

and experiences you may gain the courage necessary to pursue your dream
of becoming a Marine.

Use this FREE eBook as a study guide. In this book, you will learn Basic

Marine Corps Knowledge. Everything outlined in this book will be taught

to you in basic training. | encourage you to familiarize yourself with the
material and memorize it to the best of your ability! Let’s get started!
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MARINE CORPS RANKS

Memorizing the Rank Structure before shipping out will allow to focus on all of the other
material that you will learn in Basic Training. Use The Image above to familiarize yourself with
the Ranks and what they look like. Use the Chart below to learn the “spoken descriptions”.

) RANK OF THE MARINECORPS €

A

E-2 E-3 E-4

Private First Lance Corporal Sergeant Staff
Class Corporal Sergeant

A

E-7 E-8 E-8 E-9 E-9 E-9

Gunnery Master First Sergeant Master Sergeant
Sergeant Sergeant Sergeant Major Gunnery Major of
Sergeant the Marine
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WARRANT OFFICER

= &£ 8 B |

WO0-1

Warrant
Officer

Ccwo2

Chief
Warrant
Officer 2

CWo3

Chief
Warrant
Officer 3

CWo4

Chief
Warrant
Officer 4

CWO05

Chief
Warrant
Officer 5

CWO02-5

Gunner

**A Chief Warrant Officer, CW02-CWO05, serving in the MOS 0306 “Infantry Weapons Officer” is
designated as a special rank: “Marine Gunner”. A Marine Gunner replaces the Chief Warrant
Officer insignia on the right collar with a bursting bomb insignia. Other Warrant Officers are
sometimes informally also referred to as “Gunner” but this usage is not considered correct.

0-1

Second
lieutenant

o

0-6

Colonel

:

0-2

First
lieutenant

*

0-7

First
lieutenant
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0-5

Lieutenant
colonel

* A AKX

0-8 0-9 0-10

Lieutenant
general

Brigadier General

general




Insignia Spoken Description

No
E-1 Private (PVT) Insignia No Description
E-2 Private First Class (PFC) 1 stripe
E-3 Lance Corporal (LCpl ) 1 stripe with crossed rifles
E-4 Corporal (Cpl) 2 stripes with crossed rifles
E-5 Sergeant (Sgt) 3 stripes with crossed rifles
E-6 Staff Sergeant (SSgt) :13 ':ércllfgrs' aroeEEe e st
E-7 Gunnery Sergeant (GySgt) g ?(EI;IEeGrSsI s it T
E-8 Master Sergeant (MSgt) g i;illfee; crossed rifles and
E-8 First Sergeant (1st Sgt) 3 stripes, diamond and 3 rockers
E-9 Master Gunnery Sergeant 3 stripes, exploding bomb and 4
(MGySgt) rockers
E-9 Sergeant Major (SgtMaj) 3 stripes, a star and 4 rockers
: 3 stripes, 2 stars on either side
E-9 Sergeant HEIRFE) of a Marine Corps emblem and 4
Marine Corps (SMMC]) rockers
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11 GENERAL ORDERS
OF THE SENTRY

MARINE CORPS GENERAL ORDERS (

To take charge of this post and all government property in
view

To walk my post in a military manner, keeping always on
the alert and observing everything that takes place within
sight or hearing

To report all violations of orders | am instructed to enforce

To repeat all calls from posts more distant from the guard
house than my own

To quit my post only when properly relieved
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To receive, obey and pass on to the sentry who relieves me,
all orders from the commanding officer, officer of the day,
officers and non-commissioned officers of the guard only

To talk to no one except in the line of duty

To give the alarm in case of fire or disorder

To call the corporal of the guard in any case not covered by
instructions

To salute all officers and all colors and standards not cased

To be especially watchful at night and, during the time for
challenging, to challenge all persons on or near my post
and to allow rio,one to pass without proper authority

As a sentry or an Officer on duty you will use these 11 General Orders

as a guide. They outline a very specific set of rules and guidelines and

they cover all possible scenarios a guard might encounter on duty.

You will be asked to recite any number of these General Orders at any

given time!
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MARINE CORPS CORE
VALUES

This is the bedrock of our character. It is the quality that empowers Marines to exemplify
the ultimate in ethical and moral behavior: to never lie, cheat, or steal; to abide by an
uncompromising code of integrity; to respect human dignity; and to have respect and concern
for each other. It represents the maturity, dedication, trust, and dependability that commit
Marines to act responsibly, be accountable for their actions, fulfill their obligations, and hold
others accountable for their actions.

The heart of our Core Values, courage is the mental, moral, and physical strength ingrained
in Marines that sees them through the challenges of combat and the mastery of fear, and to
do what is right, to adhere to a higher standard of personal conduct, to lead by example, and
to make tough decisions under stress and pressure. It is the inner strength that enables a
Marine to take that extra step.

COMMITMENT.

Thisis the spirit of determination and dedication within members of a force of arms that leads
to professionalism and mastery of the art of war. It promotes the highest order of discipline
for unit and self and is the ingredient that instills dedication to Corps and country 24 hours
a day, pride, concern for others, and an unrelenting determination to achieve a standard of
excellence in every endeavor. Commitment is the value that establishes the Marine as the
warrior and citizen others strive to emulate.
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MARINE CORPS
LEADERSHIP TRAITS

ustice ndurance

udgement earing

ependability nselfishness
ntegrity ourage
ecisiveness nowledge
act oyalty

nitiative nthusiasm

Use the name mnemonic “JJ DID TIE
BUCKLE” to memorize all fourteen traits.
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From the Halls of Montezuma
To the shores of Tripoli;
We fight our country’s battles
In the air, on land, and sea;
First to fight for right and freedom
And to keep our honor clean;
We are proud to claim the title
Of Unated States Marines.

Our flag’s unfurled to every breeze

From dawn to setting sun;
We have fought in every clime and place
Where we could take a gun;
In the snow of far-off Northern lands

And in sunny tropic scenes,

You will find us always on the job
The United States Marines.

Here’s health to you and to our Corps
Which we are proud to serve;
In many a strife we’ve fought for life
And never lost our nerve.
If the Army and the Navy
Ever look on Heaven’s scenes,
They will find the streets are guarded
By United States Marines.




This is my rifle.
There are many like it, but this one s mine.
My rifle is my best friend. It is my life.
I must master it as I must master my life.
Without me, my rifle 1s useless.
Without my rifle, I am useless.
I must fire my rifle true. I must shoot straighter than my enemy who is
trying to kill me.
I must shoot him before he shoots me. I will...

My rifle and I know that what counts in war
is not the rounds we fire, the noise of our burst, nor the smoke we make.
We know that it is the hits that count. We will hit...

My rifle is human, even as I, because it is my life.
Thus, I will learn it as a brother. I will learn its weaknesses, its strength,
its parts, its accessories, its sights and its barrel.
I will keep my rifle clean and ready, even as I am clean and ready.
We will become part of each other. We will...

Before God, I swear this creed.
My rifle and I are the defenders of my country.
We are the masters of our enemy.
We are the saviors of my life.
So be it, until victory is America’s
and there is no enemy, but peace!




Regular Time

Military Time

MILITARY TIME

Regular Time

Military Time

Midnight 0000 Noon 1200
1:00 a.m. 0100 1:00 p.m. 1300
2:00 a.m. 0200 2:00 p.m. 1400
3:00 a.m. 0300 3:00 p.m. 1500
4:00 a.m. 0400 4:00 p.m. 1600
5:00 a.m. 0500 5:00 p.m. 1700
6:00 a.m. 0600 6:00 p.m. 1800
7:00 a.m. 0700 7:00 p.m. 1900
78:00 a.m. 0800 8:00 p.m. 2000
9:00 a.m. 0900 9:00 p.m. 2100
10:00 a.m. 1000 10:00 p.m. 2200
11:00 a.m. 1100 11:00 p.m. 2300
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Use this book as a guide to help you prepare for Marine Corps Basic Training.
A large portion of your time in Boot Camp is spent in the classroom. The more
you know before you ship out, the better off you'll be! It's already stressful
enough, so do yourself a favor before hand by learning and memorizing some
basic Marine Corps Knowledge!

It is important to understand that you don't have to memorize all of this.
Obviously, the more you know, the better off you'll be. What | want you all to
realize is that you aren’t going to know everything and you may not feel like
you're as physically and mentally prepared as you should be and that’s OK!

It all comes down to mindset. You are truly the only thing holding you back
from becoming a Marine or accomplishing your dreams, whatever they may
be! Go after your dreams fearlessly, be aggressive in your pursuit, embrace

the suck and stay humble!
Visit ForTheCorps.com For More Resources!
YouTubeVideos available @ https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCdbvryiN0JByrDGCSJGG9cg (Simply Search: For The Corps)

Semper Fi,
TONY IACONELLI

E-5, Sergeant, Marine Corps Veteran
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